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'Enwooya alEnwooyaa”Enwooyaa “l!

L :.“f -;Whoever says ’Enwo yaa seeks utter srlence and attentlon

o ni K-a sm mi ni g, enlat o pe ‘eriwo-ya' l' o i K'a smm| ..... o

2. 0 Homage l pay homage to-Olédumare Grandmaster of the Unrverse Creator and Controller
Cige el thmgs in the firmament, the seas and on/nn earth. He, whose mystery is a challenge and
e iy unresolved puzzle to all (wo)men The one yesterday, today and everlastmg The omnlpotent
~omniscient and omnipotent. e .

. lpay homage to all manlfestatlons of the Energles (Forces) of Olodumare ie. The lrunmole
. who arethe anatomy of Olodumare whom He deploys for a purpose or another So do |, to
' earthly Onsa who contmue to mamfest ona daxly basis. '

e pay homage 0 my Ancestors as ordalned by Olodumrare in Ogund’ erm (Owonrm) thus
' Okun su nare /osa kun legbe e o '

_”The sea rlses in turbulent waves/ The lagoon is filled to'the brum in qunetude/when Alasan

. journeys to Asan/The water on the rock’o‘o"es hot yield/Sacred: message revealed to Isese
(Ancestor)/The head of all Pantheons at lfe 'nes father is lsese/Ones mother i is lsese/Ones-

L -:-f_destmy (Ol"l) lS lsese/Ones |l<ln is lsese We flrst pay reverence to lsese before all other Deltxes

-' : _.May they harken to our suppllcatlons Ase

¥ My homage is pald to all Oba Alaye here pre.se"n‘t»;'and,all‘distinguished ladies and g-en',tlemen..
;All protocol observed S

8 RELlGION Rehglon lS defrned as‘a belxef or acceptance of the exlstence of God or gads® wx‘ch :

_ the emotlon and morallty connected therewrth rites or worshlp, and system of such belief
L er worshlp ; : : - - ’

o - ‘Oxford Advance Learners Dxctlonary, and Webster s chtlonary and Thesaurus

v s There are about 4, 300 world rellgzons

‘ ngena has a falr share of these world rellgxons, such as:- Chrxstlanlty, Isla'm Judaism,
'Confucuanlsm Hlnduxsm Ba-hai faith,. Eckanka, Taoism, Krishna Consciousness, Ancestral

o (lndlgenous behefs-—(ATR) Buddhlsm Guru l\/lahhra”l Grail message etc. etc. Cﬁl‘é‘\m’w\ B

'. ~Some ethmc or Afnca names for God are:--
.- Olodumare, Olorun (Yoruba) Chukwu or Chineke (Igbo); Abass (Eﬁk Ol‘lblblO) ;
Mutungu, . Nyanbe (Zambia and Tanzani); Osanobua *(Edo); Suku or Kalunga (Angola)

‘Mawu, Nyame (Ghana) lmama(Burundn) (O)Ubangu: (Hausa) Ontshe(ltsekm) Oghene
(Delta N|gena). < .
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o All relrgrons, mcludrng the Ancestral (Tradrtronal) profess the pre-emlnence and exrstence of

! .'one ‘Supreme | Being, whose likeness is still a mystery and whose works are yet to be -
: _“comprehended by:man. All relrgnons also explore access to this SUPREME through diverse

mtermedrarres The Ancestral (ATR). rellgron seek to'communicate with Olodumare through

- ;the Dertres who are the mamfestatron of the Energres (Forces) of Olodumare

- In, Yoruba belxef there are 401 of these Energres Some of these Energres of Olodumare who
; ’were/are . -

" His emrssarxes are wonders in themselves The SUN lrke some of these creatrons can be
. seehand felt on earth. No one dares. approach it. At its peak we on earth, seek for shelter
o _from rlsscorch The Irunmole (Energies’ of Olodumare)’ complement each other to satisfy

¢ i -_I.Hrs wrshes Olodumare IS much concerned about harmony among His creatlons that He

- -one travarls of another

’ | ln Ose tura He rmplored Hrs messengers the lnnmole to rever and cooperate wrth each
other-— Dasa awo on ota/ OJljl 0, beru oﬂn awo ale odo/Orr srn orr waj aye ...... -

- Story ------ Olodumare sent elght delegates to: the world one trme to resolve some .
’f'_problems T ry as they drd;,:fthey didnot succeed: So they went backto Olodumare'to report

T

Paylng reverence is an element of. love whrch portends peace and harmony
~ :Promotion. of love is. captured in ‘the. ’GOl.DEN RULE’ whrch enJorns that * ‘we do unto ‘
. others what we expect them'to do to us’, _
.-~ Rotary Club 4-ryle: Test requrres all to try the other s prnchrng shoes askrng - o
' Isitthe Truth? : :

° - Willit be'fair'to.all concerned? .
e o Willit build goodwrll and better frlendshrp?
P .-"';_ Wil it be benefrcxal to all concerned? s

v Ifa Corpus Obara ka states thls succmctly thus- i

o Br mo se fee rl/Nr mo fe kr enlkeu mi ri/....

- ”What 1 wrsh myself/ ls what I wrsh my fellow-men/ The sacred message revealed for :

:Obara/When Qbara strove’ to assrst Ika to- progress/When Obara helped Ika to glory/We all
i breathed a bllssful alrlBut Obara is not the archrtect/lfa is the pathﬂnder”

.~ ;;_':ln the same vem, lfa Corpus Ogbe Sa enJoms everyone to: enthuse good -ness always N

Bl . Ogbe kare le /Osa ka r’oko/Drfa fun Enr aye-kan ........ Wossesty s

- 'Ogbe lets proceecl home/Qsa lets'go to the farm stead/Sacred message cast for Eni- aye kan ‘

i “(who assumes responsrbrlrty) / Same’ message was revealed for. Seere (perform credltably)/

G - Seere, Seere, you required to serve/serve well

‘ ""_:"-The relatronshlps among the 401 lrunmole is gurded by Olodumare mjunctron for cooperatron

‘among each other Thls is exempllﬁes in the lfa Corpus Otura’bara

0 Owo Omode o to pepe/T’ agbalagba ko wo akeregbe

...............

i An mfant 5 hand cannot reach the attrc (rack) L Nerthe‘r can.an adults own enter a gourd/
s _\Vhatever request demanded of an- elder by an. mfant/Let's not refuse/for we. all owe

2 .:_ ok



{ﬂ;,ourselves some obllgatrons/The parents owe therr chrldren some responsrbllxtles/Sacred
= ;meSsage revealed for Otura and Obara/When embarkrng on a working sojourn to Kiisi.”

. t-"IAlthough lfa and by extensron ATR is: wrdely associated with divination; It is a way of hfe Fela

,' ‘.‘Sowande ln hrs book lfa Gurde, counsellor and frrend of our fore-fathers, surmrsed that

vlfa was/rs not exclusrvely relrgron, not exclusrvely phrlosophy, not exclusrvely divination not

fexclusrvely Hi- -Story, or ‘natural science: ‘or. medrcal therapeutics, but embraced/all these and &
"% ‘much-more. Many IfaCorpus teach: the vrrtues of Hardwork Honesty, Patience, Cooperatlon
= Kmdness Apprecratron Love etc etc ‘Whoever sows goodness reaps harmony, contentment

: .-‘,and peace of mind. One needs to abhor-and stay away from any abommatrve acts or taboo. .

e Olodumare warns of this in Irosun Meji =

: . ; -
. B| enryan ba nse Ohun t: ko too/Tr won so fun un /Tr ko gbo 0 /E 9 g ..........

= "j_;'f-~-"_f'When someone mdulges in: obstmacy/And lgnores all entrltles/{_ave hrm/her to: the_ .
o mdlscretron/When the time: comes /Abomxnatron wilh come to judge/Sacred Message castfor- :
. wthe son/‘v\iho insolently. irherited hrs own mother/After the death of his father/Ahl/ Whata

taboo!/it Is never'dorie/At long last, Eewo came to Judge /And the aberrant son, hrs mother. :

: «_'_(wn‘e) and three chrldren perrshed

QAH rellglons clarm to preach |°Ve

i coNSTlTUTlONAL PROVISION

Al

3 ’_"}Sectlon 42 .of the 1828 ngenan Constrtutron as amended guarantees all citizens

. .fundamental rrghts to freedom of or. agamst any form of drscrrmrnatron on-the basis of place
i of birth. or orrgm sex, relrgron assocratron, personal- opinion, property ownershrp atc.etc,

o -=-Artrcle 3 of the Affican -Charter on Human ahd Peoples Rights as domestrcated by the

. Ratlfrcatron and enforcement Cap 10 Laws of the Federatron of Nrgena 1990 also guarantees

: :same

- . "‘The Unrted Natron Fundamental Human nghts Charter unequrvocally guarantees same

>
Vi <alie

oy '_,TRAMPUNG ON THE ATR DEVOTEES RIGHTS

-Despite’these constltutronal guarantees, ngerran Governments at all levels have flagrantly :

: ‘trampled onthe rights: of Ancestral relrgron practltroners They have adopted Chrrstranlty and; -
el '-lslam to the utter exclusron of other rehgrons, partrcularly Ancestral belref ;

; A'Natronal Reform Conferences and Semrnars were orgamzed wrthout any reference for_

'_ representation - of Ancestral devotees, whxle Christians and. Muslrms were duly invited,
":__: _desplte sprrrted protests by Ancestral bellevers

& L .worshrp

N

- Laws are enacted wrthout any consrderatron for the rnfrrngement ofsuch laws on freedom of
. Boards or Commrssrons/Departments are establrshed for the advancement and promotron of
‘.the two relrgrons : : - :

. In- depth studres have revealed that most books wrrtten on ATR were done to denrgrate rt and
£ promote majorly Chrlstranlty even therr holy books are replete wrth derogatory words agalnst :

ke

& Teachrng of ATR m lnstrtutrons are basrcally half~hearted as they are taught by non devotees

-_,___.We are the whrppmg chlld of the relrgron famrly

o



> : ._'The pract|ce of rellglon nowada fhit\‘mded on competltron rather compllments They have .
. been ‘tainted-'with. personall? nic, .economic ‘and: other selfish.-mundane-indices thus
,defeatlng the essence of rellgxon to promote love, harmony and development

: ’Condolmg and encouragmg errant Tradxtlonal Rulers (Obas) who try to lmpose thelr acqurred
i f,-_rellglons on ATR devotees. They keep thad tgams to desecrate and destroy our’ shrmes and
o __' : ftemples They often v1gorously campalgn agamst tradltlonal norms

e Denylng devotees rlght of competltlon and enjoyment of lnternatlonal offerings; desplte the
: A--'recognltlon accorded ATR by forelgn countries like Germany and Japan. :

- :’Selflshness IS frowned at by Olodumare as shown in Ologbon mejl (Oturupon)
Ologbon kan 0 ta oml si koko etraso :

' .,No wuse person can' knot water at ttfe%%of a cloth /No mtellect can count the sand grams at
..~ a beach:/No traveller ‘can transverse to. the end of the earth/Sacred message for the -~
o _tortox%e/When he attempted to hang all wrsdoms on a. palm tree/No- matter how wise the
o :  tortoise ls/The snall is. wrser : . g
L EpEMEE < -
" These have prompted our representatuons t0 NASS, for’ rejectlon and Non lmplementatlon of
= : reports arlsmg from-such fora-on-the basis of our exclusron ; :
E '-fiDesplte these. shenanlgans and absence of. much support for ATR the concept contmues to =
‘grow. The- varlous festivals * attract our brothers and snsters from The Dlaspora thus
- ‘_contnbutmg posxtlvely to national GDP. - : :
: _f..':'lThe governments are therefore advised to eschew. rellgxon partlsanshlp and allow ATR to
i :f-‘j_f.;blossom Forour, consolatlon is in the Ifa Corpus — Ogbe s3 Wthh says

g -fBr awon abmuem ba nblnu em/Tl won. ngbe nkan em }u sinu lgbo/Eleda enl a maa gbe ni. leke
won e

_;'-When dlsgruntled ones persrst in. thelr treacherous ways/One s guudmg splnt (Eleda) wnll o
e .always thwart therr plans/Sacred message revealed for Awero/The beloved wife of Olofm

e Aboru!:.-_f ‘ Aboye“
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